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	Fachabteilung 6E
To all parents whose children were born during the period from 1.9.2004 to 31.8.2005 inclusive.

	(
Elementare und musikalische Bildung
Bearbeiterin: Fr. Maga Draschbacher
Hotline:
(0316) 877- 4030 (ab 21.6.)
Fax:
     (0316) 877- 2136
E-Mail: fa6e@stmk.gv.at



	
	
	
	
	Graz, am 15. Juni 2010

	Subject:
	Einführung eines verpflichtenden Kinderbetreuungsjahres ab Herbst 2010
Introduction of a compulsory child care year from Autumn 2010 




Dear parents / Dear legal guardians!

The Amendment to the Styrian Child Education and Child Care Act, concerning the implementation of the compulsory child care year in the child care year prior to entry to compulsory schooling, was enacted in the provincial parliament on 15. June 2010.  Although the compulsory attendance applies only from the start of the child care year 2010/2011, the accompanying regulations are effective as of 1 May 2010.
1. Pflichten der Eltern

1.   Obligations of the parents
· All parents whose children were born during the period 1.9.2004 to 31.8.2005 inclusive are obliged to inform the municipal of principal residence of the child as to which child care facility their child will attend during the child care year 2010/2011.

· In the context of the compulsory child care year, the parents (legal guardians) are obliged to ensure that their child who has its principal residence in Styria, attends 5 days per week, with at least half-day attendance, an age-appropriate institutional child care facility (kindergarten, age-extended group, Kinderhaus child care centre) in the child care year prior to entry into compulsory schooling. 

· Ausgenommene Zeiten:

· Excluded times:

a. School holidays as well as school-free days 
b. Justified hindrance of the child: This is the case with holidays (maximum 3 weeks), illness of the child or of the parents (legal guardians) as well as with exceptional occurrences. 
The parents (legal guardians) must notify the facility of every hindrance of the child promptly. If there is concrete uncertainty about the illness of the child, the operator of the facility can request a medical certification of the report of illness.  After three weeks, a medical certification is to be claimed in any case.  

The regulations concerning the excluded times apply analogously also for the care of a child in compulsory attendance with a child minder (Tagesmutter/Tagesvater).  The medical certifications in this case are to be provided to the respective child minder or their employer. 
· Ausnahmegründe von der Besuchspflicht:
· Grounds for exemption from  compulsory attendance:
a) Early admission to school: This ground for exemption is to be notified to the municipal of principal residence of the child by the parents. An appropriate certification from the school is to be presented.
b) Children for whom a disability, due to medical reasons and/or due to the distance from the facility to their place of residence or because of difficult conditions associated with the route, would lead to an undue burden (for the child):
In these cases, it is necessary to submit an application stating the justification to the district administrative authority responsible for the municipal of principal residence of the child. In the case of a disability or the existence of medical grounds an assessment from a medical specialist can for example be attached. The application can be brought directly to the municipal of principal residence of the child, and is to be forwarded immediately from there to the responsible district administrative authority. The district administrative authority must ascertain, with official notification, as to whether one of the conditions for exemption exists and is to inform the municipal of principal residence of the child of the decision also. As a transitional arrangement, for the child care year 2010/2011, child care is not compulsory until a legally binding decision is reached concerning the existence of a ground for exemption for the children concerned.
c) Care by a child minder (Tagesmutter/Tagesvater): This ground for exemption is to be notified to the municipal of principal residence of the child by the parents. In order to fulfil the compulsory attendance, the extent of care with the child minder must amount to at least 20 hours per week. An appropriate certification from the employer of the child minder is required to be presented. 
d) Care in the context of education at home:
In these cases, an application to the district administrative authority responsible for the municipal of principal residence of the child is to be submitted in which it is made evident that the educational duties at home are accordingly observed. The application can be brought directly to the municipal of principal residence of the child, and is to be forwarded immediately from there to the responsible district administrative authority.  The district administrative authority must ascertain, with official notification, as to whether the conditions for an exemption are fulfilled and is to inform the municipal of principal residence of the child of the decision also. As a transitional arrangement, for the child care year 2010/2011 child care is not compulsory until a legally binding decision is reached concerning the existence of a ground for exemption for the children concerned.
Yours sincerely

For the Styrian Provincial Government:

Head of Department:
Hofrätin Drin Roswitha Preininger, MBA eh.
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